An Explanation of the Symbols

Burse, Veil, and Chasuble

The burse, veil, and chasuble are adorned with a gold Latin fleureé cross. The cross is a symbol of Christ because of His sacrifice on it; it represents salvation, redemption, and atonement. The Latin cross (four arms with the lower one twice as long) is the traditional form used for the crucifixion; fleureé refers to the flower-like ends of the arms.

Lectern Hanging

The bowl, ewer, and towel represent how the Lord Jesus Christ served His disciples on Maundy Thursday; He washed their feet, showing to them a testimony of His service that would find its fulfillment in His sacrifice on the cross and an example of mutual service for all disciples (John 13:12-17).

Pulpit Hanging

The letter T in Greek (tau) gives its name to the two-armed cross. It is regarded as the form of the staff which Moses used in the wilderness for displaying the bronze serpent (Numbers 21:9); Jesus referred to this in His conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:14). The green growth from the cross portrays that the tree of the cross, which once brought death, now has brought life.

Frontal

“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” was proclaimed by John the Baptizer as he pointed to Jesus (John 1:29). His words declare that by the sacrifice of this Lamb, God was reconciling the world to Himself.

Superfrontal

The crown of thorns placed on Christ’s head by the soldiers in derision and the three spikes in the center symbolize the Passion and the Crucifixion. The crown stands for the royal diadem, which identifies Him as His people’s king as He saves them by His death on the cross (Matthew 27:29).

Purple and Gold

Purple is used during this penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and scorn he endured, and the subsequent sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation. Ecclesiastical purple should remind all Christians of their daily need to humbly give attention to leading a life of repentance and prayer. Gold represents value and worth. The gold thread reminds us that Christ’s sacrifice was the greatest offering. He is worthy of our praise as we adorn His altar with the color of splendor.

